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BACKGROUND TO THE MEETING

A new SLAQ committee in 2014

Seeking ways and opportunities to better promote Teacher-

Librarians’ role in schools.

To consult with the experts and seek clarification of the current 

employment situation for specialist teachers.

To plan a relevant and professional campaign for the future.



THE ISSUE

 The industrial context is that TLs are likely to find themselves as 

part of the government “award modernisation” process.

 At present, secondary and primary State schools have their own 

section in the teachers award, as part of the ‘allocative model’ 

that ensures allocation of TLs in schools.

 QTU has flagged that the TL position will vanish as part of the 

process from these industrial instruments.

 Consequences for both government, and possibly independent 

sector later on.



THE FORUM: 19 OCTOBER

 Meeting of 14 people representing a variety of interest for TLs.

 SLAQ: President, and 5 Councillors present to represent regions of 

Qld

 QTU president, Kevin Bates

 QTU TL (Legal) Rep: Thalia Edmonds

 QUT: Dr Hilary Hughes

 Panel members: SLAQ, QTU, QIEU, QCU

 Campaign specialists: Daniel Bevis and Fiona McNamara



THE PROGRAM

QTU: Kevin Bates and Thalia Edmonds

 Why are we here/ an opportunity to share ideas and processes. 

TLs seen as one of a few targeted groups in schools’ planning.

 Union believes in power of specialist teachers in schools, and 

keen to assist to keep them in schools as it can.

 Award modernisation planning staring discussions next week (10 

October). While the union can support, it cannot drive the 

campaign.



ADVOCACY AND RESEARCH IS 

IMPORTANT

 Dr. Hilary Hughes

 Reminded us of her recent research in Gold Coast Schools (2012)

 Need to stay agile, out and advocating at all levels of our 

practice.

 Types of evidence range from academic research to surveys, 

personal reflections and informal data gathering.

 Use the tools for advocacy available: ALIA, SLAQ, QTU and other 

groups

 Strategies for advocacy in your school. (Handout)



CAMPAIGNING AND ADVOCACY 

TIPS

 Margaret Kittson: 

 Ideas that have worked in the past to raise awareness



PANEL DISCUSSION

 Led by Fiona McNamara QTU organiser

 So Far: survey to all SLAQ members, and later via QTU to 4000 

schools (Principals, TLs and teachers)

 SWOT analysis created to focus areas of need, strength and 

weakness

 Future planning discussion: further meetings with QTU planned 

within the next month.



LOOKING FORWARD FOR SLAQ

 Need to act now. Future planning?

 SLAQ will stay informed and publish summaries via website, 

eNewsletter updates and Newsletter reporting.


